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When you first cast your eyes upon one
of Louise Vadasz's vibrant paintings of
flowers nestied within egually radiant
vases, it's easy to understand their creator
has had a litelong love affair with the
natural world.

5o it's not owerly surprising when award-winning artist Louiss reveals
she camies gardsn shears around with her wherever she goes. 'I've
ahways got my snips in the car or in my back pockst to snip 8 bit

off hera and thers, just in casa | ses somathing inspiring.’ Louiss
evgolaims. 'As long as i's not an somecre’s property ... I've bean daing
it for yeara.'

Born im Melarsn Valk and having groswn up on the Fleuriew, sha has
been apamoured by plania and their vast blo=soms as long a5 she
can remembsr. 'Growing up | loved gardens and | ke &l the namas

of plands,’ Louise says. "W had a holidey houss that was weny, wary
cid, with no electricity and it was guite a iile rural setting. Al the
phiotcs from then, when | was little, I've got & bunch of flowers inomy
hard, | was always picking them.'

YWhan Louies"s family moved to tha home previously owned by the
pionearing wine-grosving Reynal family, aftar wiho Aeynella was
rarmed, Louiss says she knew evary plard in the garden on the bac-
and-a-half acra block,

But it's not just incidental inspiration from the natural worid that
informsa Lousa's work. Like many from around the Feurisu, sha
rmakes a weskly pligrimage to the Willunga markeats fo source local
produce and the best of what's in ssason. 'Thera ars soms local
growers that sel beautiful, gorgsous flowars and | ke to buy from
them, and =88 them as arlists fco,’ she says.1 iova painting what's
in ssason and | try to get what's arcund at the tima. Thera's not a ol
arcund during wirter, 5o | might go to the flonst but generaly |y 1o
keep it mseazon.’ =
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And when they're avalable, some of ker favouritss includs poppies,
ranunculas and nasturtiums. ‘The colowrs of those fiowers ans just
beautiful. They'ra intensa, like silk fabrc,.” she =ays,

‘Poppies are amazing and they we got these wobbly stems that

go everywhers. They're liks hainy legs, and it just makss them
riteresting.” The Willungs hils are ancther favourite subject. 'l love
those hills, they're always thers — and the coastline,’ she continues,
't's hard to describe, t's just your home basa, | gusss.’

Winether she's depicting fowers or has turnad har attention o
capiuring landecapes on canvas, Louise purposaly avoids any
attermpt 1o make her paintings look photo-liks. She prefars to add
her own flair and personal touch ta her work. ' don't hava the
patiance to do that kind of painting and | like to paint it oy wey,'
she says. 'MWy paintimgs are not totally representational, they

mierge with reafism and abstraction. | prefer to work free-fiying with
axpressionistic brushstrokss, 1o make the surface ook paintedy with
obwioies breshstrokas.”

She adds that she likes to heighten and intensify colowr in her work
and cils help her to achieve the colour saturation sha's after. The thick

and kscicus colours avallabls in cil are beautidully uiilised in Louss's
parrlirgs — an unabashsdly maximalist selection of bluss, yvellows,
redls and every combination availabis therain.

| athar paint in the garden ar outside for landscapes, orif 1 find &
ficwer | like, | pop i on my desk and then | sketch @ out in paint and
then | go back in with a lot of colour and paint the mage,’ she says.

Whaen Fsunau Livimg spoks 1o Louiss, she was preparing for an
upcoming South Australian Living Arists group exhibition in August.
Shea'd also recenthy hung maore than thirty paintings for a s

the South Coast Regional Art Cantre in Goobwa during May. Saying
her arlistic endesvours keep her busy would be an understatamant.
With her thres children grown up and pursuing their own carsses,
Louiss has tims to dedicate to her craft,

‘I've ahways done something creative,' she says. '| was printmaking
and other things at art school in e eighties and now | paint &l the
tima. | think the thing with painting ks you're abways trang to do a
better one next tims, s0 it's aways a process of tnding to get a better
picturs than the last ons. | just hope my works helps bhang pecple joy
and that it chears peoplke up.” (5
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