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When Stephen and Kaye Burton returned
to Australia after spending much of their
working lives in Asia and the UK, the
stunning, southern Fleurieu Peninsula
claimed top spot on their list of perfect
places to retire. But it wasn't just the
chance to live walking distance from a
pristine stretch of beach, or the close
proximity to Port Elliot's well-known
charms that led them to build their dream
nome in the region.

Mming through fwio largs, ancient Chinese wooden doors into a
foryar that offers ficor-to-ceiing wiews of a vast wetlands backyard, it's
rmrmadiately obwvious you're in a home wihosse owners have chosen a
ife that embracas the emvircnmeant. And the couple have takan their
kove of nature a step further, buiding a swstainable, off the grid home.
Staphen says his exparience as a caresr enginear was an advantags

in developing ite design. "Liks many, wa're concernad about climate
changs and we wantsd to reduce owr carbon footprnt, as well as st
oursahves up for the future by incorporating features that kssp our bills
knw,” he says.

There's something wonderful about running off powsr that

you've made and water that you've colected. | ressarchad many
technolcgies and overtime had a wishlist of features and we worked
collaboratnaly with architectis and builders to incomporate tham indo
the houwse.'

Standing on the foyer's deck made of recycled hargwood from an
abardoned bridge, another green architecturd featers is revealsd.
The homa ia separatsd inta teo distinet living guartees or pods. One
gres features the main dining and living arsa, lichen, a study, master
bedroom, bathroom and walk-in rofye. Tha other offars three more
bedrooms, a bathroom, small ktchenstie and garage.

‘The howse is zoned so you can concentrate heating and coofng
in certain parts of the houss,” Stephen explains. "When wa're by
cursahves we can just live in cns pod and not wormy abowt sandcing
tha other, but we can apen it up when visitors stay.’
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But it's alsc what you don't see that really takes this four-bedroom
Paort Eliof home off the grid. Hidden under the bumishad flocrs, insids
thie insulated ceilings and walls of itz minimal, classy exterior lies a8
compdss system of sestainable tachnologies that halo the coupla to
take care of their own power, water and sewerage alongside cooing,
heatmg and air filkraticon.

Stephen ard Kaye calksd on Mirage Homes fo constnect the hems

on the Bayond estste between Port Blliot and Victor Harbore. Mirage =
kw85 a specialist in sustainable hormes, but Bs owner and dirscior
Wichaal Vilia says the coupls were a driving force bshind the home's
grean credentials.

‘Thay cama to us with a design proeduced by ancter architect and
theny neaded us o bring the home to budget while kesping n line with
thers and Beyond's reqursments,’ Michasl says. "We faciltated their
desire for matarial choice and building heights whils incorparating the
roof areda reguirements to a design they wers happy with,”

Staphen added the fiat root was specially designed 1o capture watar
and salar powear, based an key prediclions from the local council.
‘Alexandrina Cownct has doms a long-tarm master plan over the
naxt fifty years of what's going to happen to rainfall, what's geing ic
happen to temperatures and =0 thoss things we factorsd into the
dasign of the houss,” he says
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Ve worked out that in twenity years' time with charges in rainfall
patiermnsa, | nesded 540 square metres of roof fo capiurs encugh water
to Bva inthe houwsa. | lest count of Fow many roofl designs we went
trrough, but the fiat roof provides a real point of differenca.

The house also colects s graywater and reusas it on the gardsn,
which inchudes newly planted fruit frees that the couple hapes will fsad
and dalight visiting family and frisncts in years fo corms. Thers are

also plans to landscaps the extensive area around thea entire home
with mative plants and trees 1o match the swrrounding bushland and
Mminimise watsr consumpiion.

Miraga Homes' Michael Vilia says in addition to the managemsnt

of power and water, there were apecial considerations to regulats

tre horme's termperaiure and manage s ar guakty ard humidity,
‘The clent had an air ightness targst to reach so their mechanical
ventilation system would work al an cptimum and the home wouwld
parfommn at their desired level,’ he sayve.

'The opportunity 1o wse new materials specilied by the owner was a
great experencs for o ieam and delvaring the final preduct 1o the
kel of finish we expect from oursehlves was very rewarding.
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Meamwthile, it isn't just the extenzive grean features embedded in

the architeciure that set this coastal propsety apart from others. The
interar of the howse holds myrisd antique furmishings and omamends
Stephen and Kays collected during their time ovarssas, including
b=autiful silk nugs. B detaled Tibetan chest, 15th cantury Moarnish tiles
e=t into A pedesial table and B terracotta status frem China.

“We picked up lots of knick imacks as we ware moing and trawvelling,
and wea hawve lots of hestaric pieces,” Stephen ssys. The terracotita
elatus is abouf thirty-ood years ald. | was werking in CThina when they
first opensad up and tha only peopla making the casts was tha Qin
Terracottaa Wamor Mussum.’

There's also an ald English barometer Kaye gave Stephen as a special
gift, which was used under scientist and capiain Vice-Admiral Robert
FitzRoy. ‘FilzRoy was appontsd as the captain on the Beagis with
Charles Darwin and when he raturned to the UR he was put in charge
of icoking after the flest in Porismouth,” Stephen says.

He was revolutionary al the time using barometsrs to massurs
preasurs and he saved the British fleet in Portsmaouth by predicting
there was going to be ssvare storms around the late 1880s. Got
himesif a promedion oo,

A= miech as the interior givas a nod 1o their Iife abroad, the couple's
lowe of Australia is celebrated through the home'’s design. Largs
doubds and triple-glazsd picture windows imate the outside bushland
itz each room, and key feature mmmed-sarth walls are a wave of
earthy colours.

‘Iz tones - it"s sort of a bit of Australa.” Stephen says of the featura
wialls. "You've got a beachy sand, you've got the clay soil and you've
got the red centre. YWa plan to enjoy cwr hams in this special part of
the waorld for vears to come.’

Michasl says he hopes sustainabls features incorporated in homes
lke Stepfen and Kaye's wil be adopied mora readiy into the futura,
‘Wiz feel alements of sustamabla homes should be the standard for
all building projects and not just saved for the people who feel a
respeosibility to build a better homs,” ha says.

Providing an avenus to a better, healthy home brings Bensfit 1o not
only the owners but to the wider community. With considerad dasign,
guality building methods and materala, homes of charactar and
periommancs can ba produced. tis simpdy & shift in expsctation of
what a new home can ba.'
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