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For renowned Ngamindjen artist and Elger
]

Ellen Trevorrow, the intricate weaving of
cneq i'[{-j;_-;' WaLlel rusnes -'_'f'.’_‘.-”i-j-.'_'.ilq_-':f_'. :I'i'_f-’['l
around the Coorong lsn't just about
making beautiful, sculptural pieces she
exhibits in galleries around tne globe. o
the woman known by most as Aunty Ellen,

t's also about sharing her Knowledge of

the ancient practice and passing it on to

younger generations.

Laaming how to weave in her late twenties was an expsriences that
changsd Hien's life and mission. ‘| was taught o weave by Elder
Aunty Domie Kartimyssn at a special workshop back in 1882, Aunby
Blen saya. ‘I'd watched my grandmather weewve until | was alevan and
then came to live at the Coorong frings camp heare, 50 from elevan to
bweanty-seven years ald, that's the time that weaving wasn't around.’
It weas very, vary important that Aunty Dorrie revived the weaving. So
to heve it going again was briliant and from that day on | really thank
har for bringing that back to ue. From then it becams my main aim in

Iife to kesp it gomg.'

And Aurty Ellan wastsd no timea. Within a year of the seminal
workshop, she and her sister began teaching weaving to students
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by Efient Trenamow with Nparmindien waevers, 2017 Photo: Jehanis Lyons-

gt the local Meningie Arsa Schocl. By 1986, a family group nchuding
Bler's husband, Mgarrindjsn lsader Tom Trewomrow, had established a
place they called Camp Coorong, winere people could gather to Esten
and lzam about local culture and heetags. They alse bult 8 mussum
to held important artifacts, photos and stores.

That's what Camgp Coorong was all about — sharing and bringing
p=ople togather,” Aunky Efen explains as we sit in the main camp
hall. "We'd always work weskands with the uni groups and hawe full
schioois during the wesk.'

“Wig"vea had hig growups through here and then you also ses the young
ones bringirgy thar famiy back when they visit tha area.

The percantage of non-Aboriginals thatwa baan hare is big, and
trere’s all different culbures that heve comes throwgh hers, and they'rs
carrying their culture to us ae well. |t created work for our community.
It was good.”

After three decades of successful aparation, Camp Coorong was
forced to closs in 2017 duse to a lack of funding. Howewar, Aunty
Blen along with family, fiends and the backing of soms business
groups ane working to get it back up and running again. "We just
want to kesp it going and especially with our young onea, that wa'ra
leaving something behind for them,' she says. ‘It was a big change
emofionalty and an obatacks in my way, but & didn't stop me from
waaving, so that Fealisd me and continues to heal me.' =
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In recent years, Aunty Elen, her farmily and longtime friend and arbstic
colkeague Dr Jalina Haines have underaken weaving projecis that
hiave grosn in size and scake. In 2018 thay created and sxhibited

a woven sculpture of kondioli, & four-metra lang whals that's an
imporiant Mparrinder ngardji, or fotem. 'A lot of freshwatar nushes
weant into that kandoli,” sha tells me with a smiis. ‘it was in the South
Australian Maritime Museum first, but now it's gone to the Museum of
Matural History in Le Hawre, Franca. And we've got ancther kondoli n
the South Australian Museum and that ore's diving from the escond
ta the first floor.

Aunty Elen has also created a monster-sized Murray cod, or pordi,
which is Aunty Blen's totem and another important ngarty to the
Mogarrimdjeri. The five-matrs lomg fish, which spans four-metres in
width, will be on dispiay in the South Astralian Martime Mussum
frem June this year.

"That cne went from my kitchen into my lounge room, so | ate and
slept and everything around it,' she says. ' was a ten to thiresn hour
a day job for a long tims, a kot of commitment. One day 'm watching
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my son working on it and I'm thinking to my=elf, am | gonna be able to
finizh this in ime? |t is hugs. Both my sliding dooes had to coms off o

get it cut of the house.

Aunty Ellan says her work has alway's imohed her childran and famiy,
fram her sarlier years to current timas. 'It's my healing, it's my therapy
and | do a ot of thinking, and I've &ways got chidran anound mes,’ she
eaye. ‘Thay aways liks when I'm weaving, thay'll coma and pick up
the piece and do some weaving themssbeas if [ put it down. And 3o
leave them in that part of the piscs that 've been working on.

“We'ra letting tham kmoer that they're a part of that, they've had theair
handzs on this weaving, that they've touched =, and wa'ra keeping it
godng within therre When you're waeving, you'rs creating. Stich by
stitch you're making a connection. So there's that connection and it's
bringing psople togethar.”

Mofa: AV arhworks are colabosaiivg phacas, wilh Aunly ENan & (ha saniay
culfara! weaver, Or daling Haines, wiho i iSunh! Sy Aunhy ENen s knoadedoe
of garrnaje’ weavingdowliungl sloras, Bruce TRporow, WD makes the
metal framework, and family and fieno's who solded ther sitches oo the
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