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Papa fafl: The Fleuneg Wihie Hougs Aboee: ngids e houss Mas maty Myals, will &7, desiin and arfatacls canmafuly selacrad. A gras! tieca o fake

avandans of [he Wew of [he bea it Gay Deow.

When you spot the Fleurieu White House from across the rugged bay it calls home, it's
obvious how it got its name. Cradled by the sweep of the surrounding hills, you could
be forgiven for thinking it's a traditional Aussie beach shack that's had a fresh coat of
white paint and a new deck built to take advantage of its igyllic, waterfront view. But
step Inside and you realise there's so much more behind the bright, modest facade.

Anne Taylor and Michasl Buchéimann, the architectural duo behind
Taylor Buchtman tasked with comverting the rustic seaside getawsy
into & beautiid cortermporary homa, say that’s part of its unigus
charm. '‘Cur brief was to keep a shack quslity, but connect the housa
to the whola block" says Michasl. 't waz ariginally a twao-bedroom
shack at the front with a refaining wall, and that's how i =till resds
from the strest, b it's achually mors than doubled inosize

Redesigned and rsbuilt over two years and complated i 2019, the
resull is an innovative five-bEsdroom home that expands back 1o fwo
storenva, and includes a separate art studio that hugs the back comer
of the hillsida block.

From the front door, wvisitors are welcomed info an open Iving space,
where wide picture windows put the stunning postcard location on
ful display. Tha owners say the front windows remind them of a

Bredt Whitslay painting that's contimually on tha movs. "We've bean
hiolidaying here sincs the kids were babiss,” the owner says. "The bay

itzelf has gt this lovaly aspect to it that lets kids play on the sand,
and than as they grow up they learn 1o surf and go out on boats and

go fishing. Wa can ohsane them and waich them play without bsing
thare all the times.’

The home retains the intimacy of the odginal shack, but thers's also
rocem o allow large growps of people to gather and retreat, which the
owTErs 53y was exactly what they askad for. "Wa wanted to b= able
to haws lots of family, fiends ard their familes sfay ard not feel on top
of sach other.'

“fou ko, you've got Kids in the lounge room and we can b= in the
kitchsn or they can go upstairs but sl b2 with us,’ they contines, W
dicdn't want to loss that relaxed feal about it, whers you've gof dogs
coming through and kicds with sandy fest, and we didn't ever want to
beild something that lost its connection to its place, becauss it's part
of that shack history.' =
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T Cuslavm-mads iles demching lecal wasthar paftams smd Moby Dick wers designed and mads for the sitchen snd bathroom. Baftom: The bednooms ane
oeskgmed fo secomhodale many guests with stpe dul Wiy D0 We Have TO Clean Bafore the Cleaners come? Fiver sianes and greet boltls fass scarfased
throughaut the concnate slab paor te polshing cafeh the Do emd aod dmansion,

Moving throwgh the wooden-panslisd hall, it's evident the downstars
ares ig dedicated to hosting families. Two of the three cosy, beach-
stylad rooms coms complste with built-m bunks, and the layout

5 sanviced by a bathroom arsa formed by function but designed
with flar. Wa separated the different batiroom arsas, so ong

person can be in the shower, another the toilet and bwo cleaning their

teath,' says Michasal,

Thare's alzo a distinctive outdoor shower to rings off the day’s sand
and =alt, comprising a wall of bent copper pipe that absorbs the
sun's rays for heating and clevarly depicts a graph of twale months
of raindal. ‘It's a subtle remindsr, because they'ra not on mams water

18

hara, it's whatewsr they colect off the roof, so presarvation of water is
important,” adds Anne.

The landscaps plan was developed by Tayvlor Buchtmann as part of
a fully intagrated indoor and autdoor architectural design. Anns says,
‘1t's one of the things that distingushes our projecta - addressing the
whofe — building, interiors, landscape, outdoor shower, tank locationa
and scakags frenches.’

Whan it came to plantings, the owners wanted to be as water and
anergy efficient as possible, choosing to wark with their long-tims
collaboratar and friend Greg from Marshall Garden Restoration. Greg
waS infricately mvolved in the selections and planting as well as the
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T hefr: The ouddnoe shower desfaned sno rmade by architact Michsal Buahimann degiere & sfylesy annval rmnfall chard of the local ares. Top dght: The
drestone retaning wal has besn carefully planied with water-wisa planis. Boffom: Acrcss the bridge fo the secomd foor, wilh @ Wedw thraugh fo the bay.

ocngoing develcpmant of the garden as a water-wise landscaps.
The ownars love it, saying, ‘s the garden design as a whols
returning frisnds ar= in awe of. Our delight is we don't know wihat i
planted im thera ... but love the surprisss as they flower,” The gardsn
ig inde=d the centrepiaca. The rocks, the bridge and the cutdoor
shigwer transform an under utlised space nto a dynamic and supsr
furictional design.

Anne and Michas| worked hard to ensurs afficiencias throwghout.
saying. ‘Tha building ia highly insulated, double-glazed with good
cross ventilatiore s crientation to the north makas it ideal for

hamessing the sun in winter, and axcluding i in summer, and this

has bean further exploited with overhangs and concrets floors to rs-
radiate the heat on winter evenings.’

Set back from the fromt of the Rousa, the upstairs levsl fzatures a
daubie bedroom, =itting reom and balcany, and an adjoining mastar
bedrocm with retro-inspired ensuite. k's a space that offers refuge and
welcomes a varsty of perspectives, from broad views of the remots
bay armong the Flaurisu hifs to a nowel, hatch-door windoer that allows
a wienw from frant 1o Dack.

Aowooden bradge froem this uppsr levsl offers another access porit
and visww (o the landscaped garden, where 8 retaining wall has baan
craated usrg largs imestone rocks transpaorted from the ownars' =
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farm. I lowa walching peopls coma through the fromt reom and than
they get into the kitchan, go through that itle tmy comidor and go,
'Ok my god, thera's still mors™." the owners say. 'From the front o the
back, you get thess lovaly Eile pock sights that just remind

you fo bs prasent and emjpoy what's arcund.’

Enjoving life is part of the ethos of this home — whers you can show
1 and unplug, wihers phones are switched off and music &

d on a record player, s also a home whees art is celebrated,
rixt only on the walls but in the very fabric of the houss and garden.,
Colaborating with a printmakser frisnd, custom-made files wers
designed and mads for the kitchen and bathroom. "We wanted to
wweanve in hocal history, and being farmers and with our son obsessed

fishing, wa'rs always watching weather pattsms, 5o that went

& design,” the ownar says. "We also wsed typography to reflact
soma of the things we've shouted out hare, [ke “shut the door”, "zan
you fip a record”, or “put & hat on™.'

Crher creative features include a plasma-cut steel fence dapicting
underwater swimmers, and smal items, such as dice ar a Christmas

o Bt

. "Weve got =0 many talented. fabulous friends and we'va had
g0y miech fun hare over the years,' the owner laughs. 'Evenyons gave
sometihing that was connscted to their bme hara'

The architects also ulilized brass pips that had perscnal significance
to the family. ‘My dad abways ussd his hands and recycled materials
and they were salvaged back in the eighties,” the owner explains. ‘|
gtill teuch the brass handrad as | go upstairs and it jest raminds me of
hirm, =0 #'s just that itle bit of connection again.’

The outcome of this collaborative approach to the redesion and build
is evident not only i the one-of-a-kind result, bat in the ongaoing
rekatiorship betwesan the archilects and the awners. The way ws

waork i5 1o be wery responsive to the client and the kbcation - and
I sirong stories about our clisnis within

oy inseeing them mowvs in and males
their own. They falk about it being liks an hairloom - as
somatining they wil coms to for the rest of their lives and for thaeir kids
to kesp coming to.’
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