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Paga it Lakens will be Brnging & selechion of e Musiranons fo e Watsr Paoiie cxfvbilion being hald in Wictor Harbar al he Caral Shreed A Space in Jale ey,
Abave: Vaiene with a pofara cod on & dhve dusng the Bimieg of one of thelr docwmnenianss. Fhoie cowdesy Ren & Walerie Taylor Productions.

Valene Taylor is known the world over for
many things — an award-winning diver, a
trailblazing underwater fimmaker and a
passionate marine conservationist. But
what often appears as a footnote in her
long list of accomplishments is her artistic
flair and ability.

Az aha explaing over the call of a parsistend kookaburra outside har
Sydney home, drawing and painting s something she loved long
b=fore she fell head over hesls for the deep blus ssa. | was bormn in
Sydney in 1935, but we happened to ba in MNew Zealand whan war
broks cut and wa couldn't come back, sc | was educated owar
thera and when | returned | got my first good job drawing comiz
strips,” Valerie axplains.

Tt was & time when thars was no television, and comic books liks
Foxy Fagar ard Bugssy Bsar ware popular and wa had Prima
Minister Robert Manzies who said, “f it can be dore in Austraia

we don't import iE°, 0 we were copying Amercan comics,’ she
condiness. 'l also did the children’s pagae for The Cower Mail and The
Sunday Telagraph. It was something | could do ameadherse, 5o even
whean | started diving | kept drawing and did for abowt 20 yaars,’

Valaris closed the bock on iBustrating comics around 1968, By than,
eha'd bean diving for over B decads and was a mambsr of the focal
spearfishing club, whers she met her husband Ron. Their ghared love
far the urdersater word saw them turn thar attention to captueing
film of life bemeath the surfacs. In 1969 they worksd on the saminal

gocumantary on graat white sharks Biues Wailer, White Daath
ireleassd im 187 1), which caught the attention of Steven Spisibarg,
who invited theom o consut on Jaws.

Bt firms saw Valene and Ron bring crewa to South Australa, which
she says s homs to some of the best and most diverse diving i the
wiorld — guite the accolads coming from such an expenisncad and
celebrated undenwater explorsr. 'South Australia has some of the
mest amazing, colourful manne life, meresting animals that you don™
=== anywhare alse, especialy around the jstiies,” shs explains, KF
you'rs looking for colourfd beauty, you've got 2. f you'rs looking for
slrarge fishes, you've gof it. f you're lookng for big sharks, you've
got it. I youw're looking for swest, kindly ssa lions, you'va got £ B's as
civarse as the Great Barrier Resf but you have a problem.

Her statament appeared to be a clever sague to discussing har
affinity with cne of the most feared animals on the plansd. which cal
SA home. | gingerly respond, 'Great white sharks?' "Ma.' she says,
gently berating ma. "They just add foit. 'm taking abowt cold water.
Last fime | weart diving there was for a firm senes callsd Coast and
when | came out of the watar | was so frozen with arihtis | coddn’
even take off my weight belt. | needed a bow! of hot water for my
hands sa | could work again.” 5he was 83 at the time.

Lucky her hands warmsd up bacauss whan she's not in the water or
caEmpaigning to save manns species ard habdtat, she's using them to
paint and drasw. Bven thowgh Valars quit her job illustrating comics,
she nevar slopped drawing or painting and she's bringing a sslection
of e wearks 1o the Water People exhib@ion bemg held in Mictor Harbaor
gt the Coral Street Ant Spacs in lats May, =




Tare One of Valeae's whimsical walsrcoiouy |"_“.-]l.'i.'l.':'g_.'|3' ﬂE"ﬂ'l'I'.“!l.'?-c."" e widarsed womd, Abows fafl. '.-’L-...r'g Liaiens i har famous J.1-.i_.|hr.‘.r coipuved walsar Fhols
coTasy Ron & Waleria Taor Preductions. Alave rghi Valne Tapoe and Timanhy Jehneron an ihe kil they Grsf med (she came [0 Tin's axfibition

Some of the pieces are whimsical watercalour paintings fromm

her Malody tha Marmaid chidren's book, depiciing a marmaid's
advanturas of the manne warld, "o might see a mermaid nursing a
fizh or tickling the nose of a ssahorse and the fish are usualy corrscthy
drawn DUt sometimes | maks them up. They'rs the kind of paintings
p=ople ke for children,’ says Vakas, 'Thers'll also bs pamtings of
great white sharks taken frorm my phofegraphy, bt they'll be resistic.
Mo mermaids.'

Valarie is also collaborating with her good fend and artist Temathy
Johraton on a large pisce. Tim, or TJ as hig fnends call him, founded
Collabhor3CEAME in 2018, a group that brings creatvas togsther to
inspre action to protect aceans and marine lifs. A year later he apsred
an art gallery in Sycney, and the teo first met not fong after that.

Td says Valere was intreduced ag 'Qusen of the Oceans' and it's 8
title and tradilion he continues to this day. 'She's one of the longest
lwving divers and ocean advocates, has ane of the rarest cosan
congansation awards aear given and iz the first woman to ewim coen
watar with great white sharka. And to be as kind and as fierce as she
is. she's a quesn i her own right,’ he says.

The tenz immediately bondsd cwear their passion for art and the cosan
and thay're combining their mutual peesions in their jpint pisce for
the Wictor Harbor exhibition. TJ says the work will invobee a series of
Valerig's photos interprated through his abstract approach o pamting

nature. ‘| hawse done some really abstract interprstations of corals,
reefs and aerials of desarts and | really wanted to sort of showcase
that part of my wark,” ha says. 'l lowe vivid colours and want fo draw
people nlo the story of beautiful spongs corals from around Soutn
Austraia and Vakrie has taken phatos of the Australian s=a lion
around Hopkins sland inthe Spencer Guif.

‘In ana eha has on a vivid wetsuit and is holding 8 sea lon, sc 'm
utifsing that as inspiration, sspacially becauss the protection of tha
species was made posaible through Fer advocacy,” TJ contiruss.
Valerie explaing she has geen colonies on Hoplkins |sland reduecs fram
hundreds to dozens. Thay're found nowhere alse in the world owside
SA and Wasterm Australia and they'ra the most andearing wild animal
v could ewer meest.' Valksee says. 'They'te as cute a5 a koala but the
koals ia nervous of you, whersas the Australian sea lion wants (o sniff
woul, it hang on your fippers and try and play with you.”

Valerie ard Tim's wiorks wil b= exhibited alongside local Fleuriswy
artiste Chris Summeer, and Chris DeRosa as wall as somsa emarging
artiste. Thers will afso be a screening of the documentary Flaying

wath Sharks at Victa Ginema and signed copiss of a book on Valens
tithed Ar Adverturous Life. A fitting tils to celebrate the Fa of ocne of

Ayietralia’s living freasures.

Thia exhibition will play a vital rode in this year's Winter Whals Fest and
Welcoming of the Whiaks Ceremony.
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