Since he was just 15 years of age, Henry Scoft has been helping to bring together young
peopie In primary industries through a senes of events, including the "Young Farmers
Challenge’ and social meet-ups held during local shows.

Connecting a young crop of farmers

story by Emma Masters. Photograph by Jason Porter.

For many Australians, the annual Royal
Show is a colourful carnival jam-packed
with showbags, thrilling rides and an
evening spectacle of fireworks. For
others, it's a time-honoured opportunity
to showcase their work, from animal
nusbandry to baking the perfect sponge
cake. But for Middleton local Henry Scott
—it's a chance to connect.

Sinca he was just 15 years of ags, Henry Scoft has baan helping to
bring together young peopls i prmary fedustries through a sanes

of events, including the “oung Fearmers Challenge’ and sodal meet-
upa held during local shows. Growing up on his famiby's seasids farm
and studyeg agniculture at Investigator College in Victor Harbor, it's
sormething the energetic 25-vasr-old says e felt naturally drawn toward

"My brofher Ed is a few years oldsr than me and he halped start up
events for Rural Ambassacors for courtny shows (o stay n touch, and
it grew to imsohve young people coming together lor country shows
and tha Royal Adalaide Show.' 2aya Henry. ‘It caught my attention
because | liked the idea of inking people togsthar.”

Soon enough, the not-for-profit group SA Mest Ganeration was
formed and thase days it organizes a ot more than get-togethers.
They now orgarese evarytning from development events such as

traiming in media or public speaking, o an entire day haid duning the
Roval Adelaida Shoe.

"Youth in Ag Day imvobas forems whare we talk about impaortant
isues in the sactar, wa have a “farmers challangs” in the main arana
and a Royal Rendszwous inthe evening,” Herry axplains. 'In tha
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tarmars challengs, competitcrs might have to el up 8 swag, then

rofl & wool bale sbout twenty metres, than fight fire wihers we make
a scaracrow, fght it up and they™e got to spray it down. Thars are
some easy day-to-day challenges and soma not 50 easy — just ke
life a= a farrmer.”

It's become o popular the challengs has now gone national, and tha
wiork doesn't stop there. When | spoke to Henry he was preparing for
a FZoom messting for a national confersnce o be hakd during the Raoyal
Adelzside Show this year. Thaere's a fot to do but it's exeiting and it
cartainly put ws in the apatiight,” ha says.

Whila the work keeps Henry more than busy alongside his ful-tims
joh with 54 Watsr and playing far his beloved Port Elliot Southem
Braakers soccer clun in his 'spare time'. ha says it has given him
numerous opporiunities for growth, "When | lefi school | didn't know
witat | wanied fo do but | knew | didn't want to go to uni unti |
figurad it aut and 've pickad up a8 whole heap of lifs experisncs
sinca,’ he explars

Some of it's come full circle, lke | did drama in school and recanthy
Wwias an exira in an upcoming film The Rowal Holal. | messagsd my old
teachar to lat him know,' he continuea. "My whals approach o life is
that if | don't know something, | give it a go and ask the guestions.’
He says that whils he's rot a full-tima farmer, | wilf always be an
important part of his lite. Thare was fresdom growsg up on the farm,
with being dliose anowgh to do stuff, liks ga ta the surf spot aftar
schoal, and being far encugh away fo do st ke making a go-kanrd
or whatsver excited me at tha time. | cowld makes (ot of noise and
not pset the neighlbcwrs, he says. "And lving clese maans | =il
help on the farm, even on a Sunday whan my brother and | might be
fesing a bit dusty, we'll atil maks it down to sei up a couple of fences
or move some shesp.’ (1
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