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It weas the ats “80s and Jobn had been helping the pioneering Scouth
Austrafan artist group find lard to estabish a holistic community of
ecclogical hormss. They imagined a placs they could reties to. whars
thay could share arts practices n comman spaces and strivs for a
Iite that was in greater sync with nature. Anidylic idea, but the visit to
the thirty-1our hectam alobment was anything but that. Tha lamd still
had harsss onit, it was just a disaster, and they weare just thoroughily
depressed” John adds.

Excited by a vision for an artisis' village on the Fleurieu Paninsula,
John imdted architectural colisague and mentor Albert Gillissan to

renizit the site with the group. 'He was so energstic and eloquent they
all fall in towve with Fiem and ihan the dirt. And that’s what tumed the
whole project inte something possible.” he says.

Many corwvarsations ater, the artists wars joined by Steve Poole and
his group who happened right then to be looking at the same land, to
establish their parmaculture community. “Permies” sss bare land as a
planting cpportuniity, with a focd forsst vision, orchards, sirests with
fruit trees, mdigenous plants, fam produection, resource sharing and a
cutbure of caring. It was a beautiful match

Cecades later that barran plot of land has become the renowned
Aldinga Arts Eco-vilags, which features around 170 ecological
homes fior mors than 300 residants. A community that this year
calebrates its 20th anniversary as a world's first eco-vilage
astablished wilh an arts focus.

Taking & walking tour around the area undsr an azure, =pring sky
with residents Vanda Rounsefell and Mary Davies, it's hard o imagine
the bare paddock it ance was. Mow, cobble-detailed walking paths,
lush, grassy nooks and quist strasts with blooming natve gardens
cowvar the orce bare dirt. s even more difficult to compreneand when
you wakl into the adjacent permaculture farm. Fruit trees blossom
glongsids chickens amd goats, and fedile community gardan plots =
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it next to organic fruit and vegetabls business Yillage Gresns. The
placs is pesitvaly brimming with ide.

The vilags has always had & strong foces on the oyele of life) Mary
explaing as we walk near the village wastewater pond, homs fo
various ducks and gease. Al waste is freated on sita, with tha grey
veater used for watering tress and solid wasts processed and reussd
in compaost. There were concems tha pond would stink up the entirs
gred, but we proved peopia wrong.'

&3 our tour moves fo a quist comer of the eco-vilage rear a shady
growe, Vanda outinss the in-cepth work Fvclved in establishing it as
South Austraia’s first ratueal burial ground. So far, three residents
have been buried thers. ‘This community has a strong history of
ground-breaking work, of continually pushing for sustainable practicas
across tha board,” Yanda says.

This connection {0 nature's cyclas i something that fon and Anne
Scot relish about village lite. They say i teaches their childran
Caszidy, nine, and lone, five, tha seasanality of fresh food and the
importance of only taking what you can eat. That sanss of caning

for othera in a community was 8 real drawcard for the coupla. Tha
witale idea of intentional commurity and baing challengsd o live moes
closaly with pecple and knowing we nesd to work together and thatl
you don't ahwEys get your own way, it really appealed.’ Anme says.

They explain te vilags has finely tuned its management sinciures
owver the years. They've develapsd an ecosystem of govarmancs and
responshiities ranging from by-laws that offer clear guidelires on
awarything fram bullding to pet managemant, to manthly working beeas
ard annual meetings that determnine major projscis and expandiure,
gauch as the "Sharing Shed' (tha village's community hal). ‘Peopla have

carmit leszons about how' o make decisionz and workehap ideas,
but conflict naturally still comes up. Like everything. thera's always an
alerment of compromisa.” Jon explaina.

Thers's alzo a changimg demographic emerging in the vilage as
childran begin o cutnumber thoae aged 70 and above. 'On face
value it looks Tke it could be a retirement village, but it's dafbarataky
sei up as multi-generaticnal. Thers's a great banefi of having people
of different ages and =kl seis that can contribute in differant ways,'
Jon adds. ' sometimes joke that it's like a big caravan park because
thera's nio fences and kids ars always arcund on bikes and anjoying
tre outdoors, they fesl safe, ke a fraditicnal childhood.”’

The Goetts aleo reflect on the rale the eco-village plays in tha region.
Tha Fleurisu Peninsua is a8 beawiful placs fo lve 50 & attracts
pecole who are inferssted in the environment and community,' Jon
gaye. 'Mary peopla from the village are invobved incthe Willunga
Markst, &' parliest farmers” market, which is about local producs
being shared with l=ss food mika. And than there's others wiha
dedicate their tims to kobiying for better developmant in the region
with housing that's mare sco-frandly with sensible desion and

Open Spaces.’

Thara's kots of pecple in the village whe get involeed in amdronmantal
groups, ke Biodiversity McLaren Vale, the Willurga Environment
Cendre and Trees for Life,' Anme adds. We're also vary close 1o the
Willunga Waldord School and there's a large contingsnt of Waldorf
farniliss in ths vilags as wall'

Could it be that the Fleurisu naturally attracts altermative thinkers ar is

it that afternative thinkers ars activaly helping to shapa the vilags and
beyond? | recken it could be a kit of both., 8
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