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AN army of volunteers

Story by Emma Masters.

When Markus Bucy emigrated from
America with his pregnant wife and began
volunteering to connect with the local
community, he never imagined it would
lead him to launching a charity that helps
Australians recover from natural disasters.

Wore than a decade after the coupde decided to cal South Ausirala
and evantualy the Flaurieu Peninsula home, Disaster Beliaf Susiralia
hae attracted a workforcs of over 2 500 waluntesrs.

With disaster relief teams based arcund the nation, the charity focussa
on harmessing the skils of milary waterans, angaging a group that is
al too often positioned as fraumsatized and broken

“Whils there are pecple who ars affected by ther time in defence,
t's not abways peoplke’s experence. ft wasn't mine in the US miltary,'
Markus sxplains. "We nesd to bs careful not te victimise veterans.
Imporiantly, many have a sense of service and want to becoms part
of & community, and we've shown they're actually realy good
warking in dizaster refsf bapauss they can repurposs all of ther
ekilts and experiance

Markue started percolating the ides for the charity in 2074, The idea
continued fo grow, even as ha worked late into the right after Res day
job. al the whiks juggling a new life in a new country with a new baby.
Markus™ imbuition that the idea could work is what kept him going. 'It's
not offen you come acrogs an idea that makes parfect sanea; you
talos miliany veterans, repurpose their shills to do disaster relef and
you're helping the veterans and helping the community,’ he says. ‘|
didn't ko amyoody here, | had no poditical capital, but | was able to
gather & few othaer people around mee that could help make i@ happen.”
The emall team was originally focussd on international disaster
responss, but Cyclone Debbis i far north Queensland mads the
members realiss there was also work 10 be dors domesticaly. “We
had B unigus abiity to taks a miitary methodology about how we
plan and executse our activiies," Markus says. “Ws can gointe a
dizastar-struck community, understand what the recovery nesds are

ng

and adapt cur operating modal §o wiork with mdiidual communitiss
tz help themn get back on the ground.' Then the devastating Black
Saturday bushfres hit.

Often dus to tha trauma of losing an entire property, peopls just
don't know wivere o start and we find the most important work we
do i3 giving peopls a sanse of hops by just coming in and doing
encugh to help them get started,” he says. 'It's a really powerful
change 1o sea happan.'

With dimate changs increasing ths threat of major disasiers, the
Federal Government has recognized the mportant rele Dizaster Relief
Australia has been playing, and is in the process of comemitting

$38.3 mificn in funds over four years to help the chanty mobilise is
vateran-lad army of voluntesrs.

Comparad to the mers thowsands the orgaresation raisaed inits first
year, the suppaort of multi-milkon dollar furding is testament to its
wiork in the field. "We can help taka the prassure off the Australian
Diefenca Force and we can work collabaratively with if, becausa
w2 sneak a comman languacs and aoply similer mathodologies,
harkus says.

Bt Markis' story doesn't stop there, Aftsr underiaking the Fsunsu
Futurs Leaders coursa led by Charles and Janics Manning, Markus
wias imroduced o the head of the Australian Institude of Machins
Leaming at the Univarsily of Adslaids.

Theyve sincs teamed up on bulding an artificial intelligence akgcrithm
fo do rapid damage assesaments with drones and asnal magsry. i
vie can develop a proprietary algorithm, that's a soversign capability
for Australia that will have a prefound impact on assessing damagse
of large-scale disastars,” says Markus. 'It's a resasrch project rght
noww and thess things don't happan owvernight, but #'s potentialy an
incredibly exciting cutcome,

But the greatest achievermant for Markus is the opportumity to make a
differencs in the country he now calls home. 'As an immigrant coming
hare, and having a senss of ssrdce mysalf, to be abie to give back fo
a place that's now my homme and my family’s homs, it's an incrediohy
wionderiul feeling,’ he says.
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