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t's impossible not to catch your breath
when you first take in the phenomenal
view over Dandelion Vineyards' Firehawk
Farm. One's gaze rolls down into the
vineyard's valley, capturing an expansive
patchwork of MclLaren Vale vines.

To the south-east are sweeping views

of the peninsula, and to the west its
sparkiing seas.

It's easy to s== why this site, which was once hame to an old tractor
shed, has been remaginsd and fransformead into a rew state-
of-the-art space designed o case the region inall its glony,
complamented by ouistanding wine and mouth-watering morsals.
Standing proudty at tha top of the hill is the pigce de resistance of

Dndslion Yineyards — the Wonder Boom. A= its nams suggests the
building is awe-inspiring, with ceiings held aloft by rew stesl beams
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expariencs in MoLaren Vals iz a couple of ssasoned aficionsdcs. The
par, who grew upg in the industry, but on opposite sides of the glcbe,
cams togather through their shared iove of good wins.

Elena Brooks and her husband and co-ownar Zar both startad in the
wins industry at a young ags. 'l come fram a very big wine region

in Bulgaria, the whole winery was like a town. Five hundred people
worked cn sits. It had its own [Brary, its own choir, doctor, dentist and
swven its own in-houwse artists, and Mum worked for the wneny as a
markater,” Elana axplaing.

'I began to kearn English at about ekeven and starked to Relp Mum with
&l the visftors and toumsts. So | keamed about wine vary quickly. We
didn't hawve a legal drinking age sither, =0 | could work with wine, pour
wing, talk about wine and sven try the wine.'

When Elena decicsd she wanied to pursue a carear in the industry,
sha was told to ook 1o Adelaide which offered “the bast wineamaking
couras inthe waorld' and at age ninetesn, she had arrived. =




1 was luchky to coma to Australia and start making wine at a tims
when psaple were hungry for something differant, you know, peaple
in Ausiralia have a very high knowlsdge of wins compared to the rest
of the world,' she says.

avitated towards MoLaran Valke. ‘It was always welcoming,
| mewsr felt [ke an outsider and you'rs alloweed to be differant and
corme with nenw idess and you’re celebrated for it,' she says. "We have
tradition, but everyona's more than happy for new rnovation a3 wel'
A5 Elena began to make har mark she met Zar Brooks, whio was
rencyred for his weark inowine marketing. Scon after, Dandelion
Vireyards was borm and so was the coupla’s first child.
Tha entra company grew arcund me being a8 mum with a young
child, and then everyone that came to work with us was the sames -
all mums with smak children,” she says. The office was ke a creche

Dlancstion is in eveny way a family business. The employess” familiss

all have exparience inthe ndustry, and have alsc played an nisgral
rode in its dewsl i

and a few token Ausiralians,” Elena winks.

Fromm the beginning., Dandelion sef & high benchmarke. "The ides was
to have differsnt style wines that represanied a more mature taste of
furstralian wane,” says Bena. "Wines that weren't compared just to
Sugstralian wines, but wees on the world stage as wsil.'

Elana armd Far's search for the 'cream of e croo” fook them to
olirer reqons.

Whiat Zar likes fo call "“wines of tarra”, which spsak to where they
camea froem, and probably the reason we make 3o many is that owr >
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wines capture the vineyvard and thes land it comes from,’ Bena says.
‘Az g wiremakar, | ke to think | do wary liths becauss | encowrags
the place it=alf to tak. For example, ocur Wonderland Eden Valley
Rigaling &5 swch a uniquse vineyard that's over 110 yaars of age, so i
caphurss history and it capturas cur time, and it's a veny aspiraticnal
wine that tells a story. Our home is Molaren Vale, because we
wizdldn't live ampeiiers sles, but we also make a kot of wines from
Tre Barossa, Eden Valiey and Adslaide Hils, Finnis and al the weny
to Coonawarra.

Their focus has paid off. From thair first release in 2007, Dands=lion
“Wineyards has achieved critical acclaim, with a swag of intermaticnal
and naticnal awards — and atso key local anes. In 2021, Bera and Zar

ware orowned Melaren Vale Wins Show's Bushing Susen and Hirg,
as the winemakses of 'Beat Wins of Show'

And aa word has spread, they've continued fo grow, selling to maore
than forly markests worldwide,

Tha Waonder Room is the next step, providing & base for visitors to
exparence their wines, alongside offerings designed by one of the
Flaurieu's most innovative chefs, Chiis Bone.

Known as a champion of ssasonal foods and natural cocking, Chaf
Bone has been given fres reion to creata a selection of accompamying
plates that elevate food as an integral part of the tasting experence.
‘I our cuthurs in Bulgara, whan you go to somecns’s house or a
restaurant, you gel food first,' says Hera 'Dandelion Vineyards =
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was created around food, o # was always going 1o be part of the you what is actually growing well and what = seasonal. 's a guids,’
expeniance of coming here. The food is part of the tasting and it wil she says. Guesls can wisit the garden, aiong with other special areas

be literally up to the chef on the day and what's growing at the tima. gt Firehawd Farm. "We've gof a lookout about five minutes from the

And it won't be a litle kit of food, bt it won't be a Iet ethar. We wanit Wonder Room that takes in the entire otsan, 8 beautif big oak tres

paople to finish their tastings and still go out for lunch, because we where youw can have a picnic and there's a little forsst beside the :
don't want 1o take away from all the great restacrants the Vale has.’  shirez vineyard,’ Elena expiains. Thers's many places to anioy, and Gﬂn‘tag‘t LS ’[Dd ay abﬂ ut y{}ur dream k“:c hen or bathrﬂﬂm
Blena's Bulgarian hertage will also naturally come into the mix, with wie Bncourage pecple to explors, to wak through and to have fun.’
rigredients inspired by her mother Dani's flourishing markst garden, Candslion Vineyards ez up o #8 name in more ways than one. t's a 14 Camrmarea el e SEER ARG
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deliver encugh produce for whiat we need, what | lowe is that i shoes
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